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Sponsorships
Kiddush is sponsored by the Silver family, Charron family, Plotsker family,  
Gabe Richey, and the Wallace family, in loving memory of Paula Silver,  
Perel bas Feivel, on the occasion of her twenty-first yahrzeit. 

Shul Announcements
On the road: This Sunday, Shmuel Plotsker’s Intro to Midrash class will be streamed live from  
Chicago. Biblical Hebrew will be off until next Sunday.

Yom Yerushalayim: Shiur and breakfast with R’ Mordechai Shichtman—Sunday morning, May 29, 
after the 8 am Shacharis (approx. 8:45).

Memorial Day fun at the park: Join us on the Summit Park lawn at 2 pm on Monday, May 30,  
for family fun, including relay races, three legged races, etc.

Erev Shavu’os Shabbos Lunch at Shul: 11:45 am, catered by  
RoodFood. Generously subsidized by Asher & Chana Panchelyuga.  
Additional sponsorships available. Reservation details  
coming soon.

In the Community
Mazal tov to… 
• Rabbi Yechiel & Blumi Gabay and family, on Chani’s  
engagement to Chanoch Greenwald, of Brooklyn. 

• Yisroel Tzion & Yael Kash and family, on the birthof  
a (grand)son to Moshe & Marah Levinson. 

• Jay & Melissa Bernstein and family, on the birth (and milah) of a  
(grand)son to Shlomo & Rachel (Bernstein) Tabboush, in Baltimore. 

• Paul Osborne and family, on the milah of grandson Gavriel Ohr,  
born to Shlomo & Rachel (Bernstein) Tabboush, in Baltimore. 

• Rabbi Zev & Shaindy Meisels and family, on the birth of a  
(grand)son to Chaim & Pez (Meisels) Golovan.

“Our Words: Helpful or Hurtful?”—a Kollel Womens Learning class  
by Rabbi Chaim Heinemann—5 pm this Shabbos, at the Travis  
residence, 6820 Elbrook Avenue.

Kollel Dirshu: Rosh Chodesh Sivan is a great time to join, as we  
start Maseches Sh’vu’os. This early morning chabura, with weekly  
chazarah, voluntary tests and stipends, meets daily at the Kollel.  
For more information. please speak to Rabbis Yitzchok Preis.

Bikur Cholim Formula Drive: Please bring extra baby formula  
to 6685 W. Farm Acres Dr. If you need any, please contact Bikur Cholim— 
513-970-1911 or bikurcholimcincinnati@gmail.com .

CHDS Annual Dinner, featuring R’ Moshe Tuvia Lieff: Sunday, May 29, 
6 pm, at Cincinnati Music Hall. RSVP: https://chdsonline.org
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Shabbos

Erev Shabbos Kollel ............. 6:20 pm 

Mincha / Kab. Shabbos .........7:03 pm 

Candle Lighting .......... earliest: 7:18 pm  
20 min.: 8:28 pm

Shacharis............. Hashkama 8:20 am 
Main 9:00 am

Last Shema (Gr”a) .................... 9:59 am

Family Mishnayos .................... 6:00 pm

Pre-Mincha Shiur .....................7:40 pm

Rabbi Dovid Brotsky— 
Sh’mittah Illuminated

Mincha  ................................. 8:09 pm

Sunset ...........................................8:49 pm

Ma’ariv  ................................. 9:24 pm

Shabbos ends (40 min.) ............9:29 pm

The Week of May 15
  SUN M-F

Shacharis .....................8 am ........6:30 am

Mincha/Ma’ariv .........................7:00 pm

School of Jewish Studies

• Rabbi Travis:
Daf Yomi Sunday .................. 7–8 am

Weekdays .......................6–6:30 am

• Rabbi Alt on Zoom:
Mesilas Yesharim

Mondays ..............................11:10 am

Hands-On Halacha
Tuesdays.................... 8:30–9:10 pm

• Shmuel Plotsker: 520-525-8561
Intro to Talmud 101 (Chagiga 20b)

Mon/Wed/Fri ...........10:30–11:15 am

Intro to Midrash (B’reishis Rabbah)
Sundays ...................... 8:45–9:45 am

Book Club: Building a Torah Home 
Mondays ....................................1–2 pm

Tanach Tuesdays (M/W)
II Kings 10 ................ 7:30–8:30 pm

• Kollel: 
Parasha (on Zoom)

Thursdays ..................8:30–8:50 pm

Parasha in shul!
Shabbos ....................... 8:40–9 am

Navi Insights with R’ Marchuck
after Hashkama kiddush

Refu’ah Sh’laima
B’racha Leah bas Rochel Mushka 

(Barbara Nagler)

Eitan Chaim ben Elisheva  
(Ethan Kadish)

Gavriel ben Pesha (Gary Walsh)

Chana Rivka bas Ethel (Juanita Weiss)

Tzvi Michoel ben Leah (Hirsch Wise)

Z’ev Shmuel ben Malkah Rochel 

Reuven ben Malkah 

Simcha Leib haLevi ben Devorah

 Esther Hitzel bas Gitel  
(Esther Deutch)

Bunim Tzemach Aharon ben Leiba  
(Barry Silver)

Gittel Tova bas Yehudis

Eliezer Nosson ben Sarah 

 Chaya Raizel Bas Sarah 

Yosef ben Frad’l

Dovid ben Chana Lisa 

Boruch ben Shoshana

Yerachmiel ben Tzuriel Miriam

Dovid Tzvi haLevi ben Raizel

Miriam Tseva bas Chana

Meryl bas Tsivia

Aidel bas Sarah

B’racha Zelda bas Rochel Golda

Chana Leah bat Shira Sivan

Malkah Esther bas Yehudis Rochel 
(Malkah Karas)

Yisrael Eliezer ben Rivka
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Parshas Behar 

Be Careful What You Ask For V’Dibartah Bam
If you will say: “What will we eat in the seventh 

year? Behold! We will not sow and not gather in 
our crops!” I will ordain My blessing for you in the 
sixth year, and it will yield a crop sufficient for the 
three-year period. (Vayikra 25:20–21)

IT’S A GOOD QUESTION! THE SEVENTH YEAR IS THE SHEM-
ittah year, during which the land shall rest—no sowing, no 
pruning, no harvesting. So, what will the Jewish people eat? 

To this Hashem responds that the sixth year will be bless-
ed with a special b’racha: Its crop will last for three years. It 
will provide for the end of year six, all of year seven, and 
then enough food until crops can be harvested in the year 
after shemittah is over.

The commentaries point out that the Torah’s introduc-
tion to this blessing seems strange. “If you will ask”—and 
what if you won’t ask? Would things possibly be different? 
Would there not be a special blessing in the sixth year? Would 
Hashem let the Jewish people starve?

S’forno addresses this point. He explains that indeed 
things would be different. If the Jewish people would not 
ask, then there would not be a blessing of a triple crop. But 
this is not to say that Hashem would allow the Jewish peo-
ple to starve. Rather, they would receive a different kind of 
b’racha. The sixth year would yield the same quantity as 
any other year, but the blessing would be in the quality of 
this crop. Small amounts of this food would provide lasting 
nutrition and nourishment—so much so that the amount 
of food that would typically only last for one year would be 
enough to get them all the way through until the first crop 
of the new cycle began!

Now, which of these b’rachos is better, quantity or quality? 
Imagine three meals a day being reduced to one. After 

one meal, you could make it all the way through tomorrow 
without ever feeling hungry. (Talk about weight loss!) What 
would life be like if that power-smoothie really did sustain 
you for the entire day? We invest a tremendous amount of 
time and effort into preparing our food. Most of the work 
is done before we even see the food for the first time, when 
we go grocery shopping, and we still spend plenty of time 
shopping and cooking. That’s not how it was for the Jewish 
farmers of Eretz Yisroel; they had to do all the work to get 
their food from the soil to their dinner table. A triple crop 
would mean triple the labor. Food that provides three times 
the nutrients and nourishment of “regular” food would re-
quire a third of the labor; now that’s a b’racha!

So why would the Jewish people lose out for asking an 
innocent question? 

S’forno suggests that perhaps this question is, in fact, not 
so innocent. 

“If you will say: ‘What will we eat…?’ ”—when you 
are uncertain, and you do not trust that a small 
amount can be sufficient. “And it will yield a crop 
sufficient for the three-year period.”—in a way that 
satisfies the eye, in which it can be seen that there 
is enough.” (S’forno, Vayikra 25:20-21)

S’forno understands that the question “What will we eat?” 
is based on a lack of trust. If the Jewish people would have 
complete and perfect trust, they wouldn’t worry enough to 
ask the question about what they would have to eat. 

The response is in direct correlation with the basis of 
their question. Their concern is based on not seeing enough 
food to last; therefore, they need a b’racha that will provide 
them a triple crop, something that they can see. In reali-
ty, they would recieve an even greater b’racha if they never 
asked: the food they had would miraculously last as long it 
was needed. But because they aren’t on a level of trust that 
lets them be comfortable without seeing what they can eat, 
Hashem has to reduce the b’racha to one that matches their 
level—they need a triple crop.

The message of S’forno is profound. Hashem has endless 
ways of providing our needs.  He has many different b’rachos 
with which He can bless us.  If we don’t trust in Hashem 
enough, we can go through life receiving Hashem’s b’rachos, 
but losing out on even greater b’rachos, because we don’t 
fathom that Hashem can bless us in those ways! As we de-
velop our relationship with Hashem and strengthen our trust 
in Him, that He is kol yachol—omnipotent—new possibilities 
will unfold of what Hashem can do for us.  All of this is only 
possible if we believe, and if we are careful what we ask for.

Good Shabbos,
Rabbi Yosef Alt


